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AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 
DR D.N. EVERINGHAM 
AVAILABILITY 0F PENICILLIN PREPARATIONS 
The Australian Government ie making it easier for doctors to prescribe 
certain oral penicillin preparations for specific purposes under the Pharma-
ceutical Benefits Scheme where they are required in larger than normal quantities 
and for longer periods. 
The Australian Department of Health has introduced a plan whereby these 
penicillin preparations will now be available with differential, or dual, 
maximum quantities, depending on the purpose for which they are prescribed. 
Twenty five tablets or capsules will continue to be available 
unrestricted for the treatment of acute responsive conditions, but 50, with five 
repeats, are now available for prophylaxis of recurrent streptococcal infections 
(including rheumatic fever) where a larger quantity is required. 
Instead of applying to the Australian Department of Health for 
authority to prescribe the larger quantity, the doctor is now able to prescribe 
a large quantity immediately for the "special purpose" by simply marking the 
prescription "S.P.'V The onus will be on the doctor to ensure that this is the 
only purpose for which the drug is prescribed. 
This Minister for Health, Dr D.N. Everingham, who announced the 
differential plan today, said it was Government policy to reduce, wherever 
possible, the need for doctors to obtain the written authority to prescribe 
certain benefit items. (Doctors are able to write prescriptions immediately 
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for most pharmaceutical benefit items.) 
Dr Everingham said it may well be possible to extend the dual list-
ing to certain other drug groups, but this would depend on t.he medical 
profession's strict adherence to the "S.P." endorsement requirements. 
Past experience had indicated that removal of the authority require-
ment from specific drugs had resulted in a marked increase in prescribing, not 
necessarily for the appropriate indications. 
Dr Everingham said th^t although the new dual listing scheme became 
effective today for the first time, it was not the first time that easier 
access had been provided for doctors for drugs previously requiring an authority. 
Among the preparations transferred from the authority:list in the 
recent past were oral beta receptor blocking agents (preparations used widely in 
the treatment of high blood pressure and certain heart conditions) and sodium 
cromoglycnte capsules (used in the prevention of asthma). 
More than half a million prescriptions of those substances are written 
in a year. 
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